


CM to collector...
He said that the government
would ensure treatment of pa-
tients and action would be taken
against guilty. Health Minister
Tulsi Silawat has directed offi-
cials to cancel hospital's registra-
tion and constitute a seven-mem-
ber high level committee to probe
the matter. As many as 11 patients
had lost eye sight post surgery in
a camp organised by Indore Eye
Hospital under National Pro-
gramme for Control of  Blindness
and Visual Impairment on August
8. Ten of  the victim patients are
resident of  Dhar while one is
from Indore. 

Nath govt may...
Other members of  the committee
are urban administration minis-
ter Jaivardhan Singh and reli-
gious affairs minister PC Shar-
ma. These ministers have been
asked to hold meeting in three
days. The committee would hold
discussion with people and public
representatives on arrangements
related to the temple and submit
report. 

A proposal for amendment in
Mahakaal Mandir Act will also be
brought in the Cabinet. Sixteen
amendments are being made in
the said Act. Nath has set a dead-
line of  18 months for completing
expansion-related work of  the
Temple. Chief  Secretary would
monitor the work.

Nath has ordered officials to en-
sure that original structure of  the
temple was not distorted. He said
developmental plan of  the Temple
should be prepared by September
30 and work should start. 

Continued from page 1
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A fire broke out at the
teaching block of  the AI-
IMS here on Saturday, de-
stroying samples and med-
ical reports and forcing
evacuation of  some pa-
tients, though no one was
injured, officials said. 

Patients from some floors
of  the AB ward, close to the
Microbiology department
where the blaze started at
around 5 pm, were evacuat-
ed along with those in oper-
ation theatres above it as
the smoke spread, they
said, adding the fire was
doused within two hours. 

A Delhi Fire Services De-
partment (DFS) official
said 22 fire tenders were
rushed to the site after they
received a call. The Mi-
crobiology department’s vi-
rology unit on the second
floor of  the teaching block
has been completely gutted,
sources said. 

Former finance minister

Arun Jaitley is admitted at
the Intensive Care Unit
(ICU) of  the cardio-neuro
centre, housed in a differ-
ent building in the com-
plex. Several prominent
leaders have been visiting

the hospital for the past few
days to enquire about his
health.  

Delhi Chief  Minister
Arvind Kejriwal tweeted, “I
appeal to everyone to main-
tain calm and allow the

Fire Services personnel to
do their work.”  

A fire department official
said there was no casualty
in the blaze. Dark plumes of
smoke and flames were
seen billowing out from the

affected building of  the pre-
mier health institute. 

Sources said the fire
spread to the Emergency
Lab in the department of
Lab Medicine, which is ad-
jacent to the Microbiology
department’s virology unit,
where electricity work was
going on for some time and
cable and wire being used
were kept, they said. 

The fire moved downward
to the first floor — and also
upward to the third and the
fourth floor of  the building,
they said. 

Some parts of  the fifth
floor was also affected, they
added. “The fire was
brought under control
within two hours,” said a
fire department official. 

Patients’ samples come to
the virology unit and Lab
Medicine department for
testing. Sources said it is
suspected that a large num-
ber of  samples and patient
records have been de-
stroyed as the virology unit
has been completely gutted. 

However, there was no ca-
sualties and the cooling
process is underway, a fire
department official said. 
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A Kerala nun Saturday said
she has filed an appeal be-
fore the Vatican against
Franciscan Clarist Congre-
gation’s decision to expel
her from it even as the con-
gregation tightened its
stance by issuing a letter to
the her elderly mother to
take her back home.

Sister Lucy Kalappura,
who took part in a protest
against former bishop of  Ja-
landhar diocese in connec-
tion with a rape case was ex-
pelled by the Franciscan
Clarist Congregation early
this month for ‘failing to

give a satisfactory explana-
tion’ for her lifestyle “in vio-
lation of  the proper law of
the FCC.”

“I have filed an appeal. An
email was sent to Vatican
yesterday (Friday). I have
also sent via post today (Sat-
urday) to Vatican as well as
their representatives in
New Delhi,” the expelled
nun told reporters at
Wayanad RPT Wayanad.

The nun said the Congre-
gation has sent a letter to
her mother on August 10
asking her to take her
daughter back to home from
the convent in Karackamala
(in Wayanad).  In her letter
to the nun’s mother dated

August 10, FCC’s Provincial
Superior in Mananthavady
said the nun should leave
the convent if  she failed to
make “recourse against the
decree” within 10 days from
the day on which she re-
ceives the communication.

Sister Kalappura said
legally the congregation
could not ask her to leave
the convent since she has
filed the appeal challenging
it’s decision.  The Congrega-
tion had accused sister Lucy
Kalappura of  publishing po-
ems, purchasing a car and
taking part in a protest
against a rape accused for-
mer bishop of  Jalandhar
diocese.

Expelled Kerala nun moves Vatican
against Congregation’s decision

Heroin & brown
sugar worth over
Rs 100 cr seized 
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In one of  the biggest drug
seizure in Manipur, police
on Saturday busted a hero-
in manufacturing factory
and seized 183 kg of drugs
worth over Rs 100 crore in
international market from
Thoubal district, a senior
police officer said. 

A special police team as-
sisted by a local body raid-
ed a house in Moijing
Awang Leikai area of
Thoubal district and
seized equipments and
chemicals used to manu-
facture heroin and brown
sugar, a release issued by
Superintendent of  Police,
Thoubal, S Ibomcha
Singh. 
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Ganesh Miskin, the hitman
allegedly involved in the
killing of journalist Gauri
Lankesh, had also shot liter-
atteur and researcher Dr M
M Kalburgi dead in August
2015, according to the special
investigation team (SIT).

SIT, probing the case, stat-
ed this in a charge sheet it
filed in the district court of
Hubballi-Dharwad on Satur-
day. The other accused in the
case were Amol Kale,
Praveen Prakash Chatur,
Vasudev Bhagavan
Suryavamshi, Sharad

Kalaskar and Amith Ram-
chandra Baddi, the SIT said
in a press release. The gang
was allegedly inspired by a
book ‘Kshatra Dharma Sad-
hana’ brought out by the
Sanatan Sanstha, a Hindu
extremist group, the SIT
said. The reason behind
killing Dr Kalburgi, said the
SIT, was his observations
while delivering a keynote
address during a discussion
on June 9, 2014 under the
topic “Towards a supersti-
tion-free society - A debate
on enactment of  Karnataka
Prevention of  Superstitious
Practices Bill, 2013 at Vigyan
Bhavan in Bengaluru. 

SIT files chargesheet
in Kalburgi case
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A woman who has spent
one fourth of  the period of
the maximum sentence for
the offence she is charged
with as undertrial prisoner
should be released immedi-
ately, Union Law Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad sug-
gested on Saturday. 

The minister was speak-
ing before a gathering of
judges and lawyers at the
inauguration of  17th all In-
dia meet of  the State Legal
Services Authorities here.

“I have certain sugges-
tions to give on this whole
bail provisions for undertri-
als,” Prasad said, referring
to section 436-A of  the Code
of  Criminal Procedure. 

Under 436-A, if an under-
trial has been in prison for
half  the period of  the maxi-
mum sentence for the of-
fence, he or she must be re-
leased on bond. It also pro-
vides for review commit-
tees headed by district
judges to examine such cas-
es where undertrials are
languishing in jail. 

“The review committee
needs to work more effec-
tively. There is need to fur-
ther reinforce the imple-

mentation of  this provi-
sion,” Prasad said, adding
that in 50 per cent of  cases,
the accused spends entire
period of  sentence for the
offence as undertrial pris-
oner.

“I would recommend that
if  a woman prisoner has
spent 25 per cent of  her sen-
tence period as a trial pris-
oner, she should be immedi-
ately released,” he added. 

He also expressed concern
about the number of  pend-
ing criminal appeals, seek-
ing fast-track hearing of
cases which are pending for
ten years or more. 

Hailing the country’s legal
system, the law minister
said Indian courts, led by
the Supreme Court, rein-
forced the constitutional
values, which played a great
role in making India what it
is today. 

The world looks upto In-
dia and follows some of  the
initiatives the country has
taken, Prasad added. “Last
year I had gone to the Ba-
hamas for Commonwealth
conference. I talked about
Digital India pro-
grammes...and all the
African countries’ law min-
isters came to me to know
about it,” he said.

Law minister for
speedy bail to women
undertrial prisoners ��������
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Hit by a malfunction in its
fare collection system for
about two and half  hours on
Saturday morning, Chen-
nai Metro Rail allowed com-
muters to use the services
free of  cost without tickets
and smart cards.

When passengers could
not be issued tokens (tick-
ets) after fare collection due

to the glitch, the authorities
allowed passengers to pro-
ceed with their onward
journey sans the usual tick-
ets or smart cards.

“First, it was thought that
the malfunction was only
in one station. When we re-
alised it has affected the
system in all other stations
as well, the passengers
were allowed to use the
services without tickets,” a
Metro Rail official said.

For sometime after the
glicth was detected, paper
tickets were issued and lat-
er it was dispensed with, he
added. Passengers said
they welcomed the initia-
tive, which has avoided in-
convenience.

The malfunction has
since been rectified and
commuters should use
tokens and smartcards
for access, the official
said. 

Free ride to metro rail commuters,
as server develops glitch
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Enough is enough, says
Priyanka after Sengar’s

poster with Modi
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Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on Sat-
urday slammed the BJP after a full page adver-
tisement was published in the local edition of  a
vernacular daily in Uttar Pradesh’s Unnao on
Independence Day, featuring Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Kuldeep Sengar, the rape-
accused former BJP leader. “Enough is
enough,” the Congress General Secretary
tweeted, asking whether the top BJP leaders
will comment as Sengar’s photo was displayed
along with theirs. 

“CBI submitted the report. Supreme Court
has also reprimanded but BJP people still have
rape accused Kuldeep Singh Sengar in their
hearts. His photo is there with big leaders of
BJP. Will they comment?” Priyanka Gandhi
tweeted, adding #EnoughIsEnough.

The poster also features Home Minister Amit
Shah and Uttar Pradesh Chief  Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

However, the poster was defended by the
chairman of  the Ungu Nagar Panchayat, who
had paid for the advertisement. “He is MLA of
our area. That is why his photo is there. Till the
time he is our MLA his photo can be put,” Anuj
Kumar Dixit was quoted by a news agency.

Anuj Kumar Dixit, who was reportedly in-
ducted into the BJP by Kuldeep Sengar, denied
his ad, which also featured Kuldeep Sengar’s
wife, Sangeeta Sengar, Chairwoman of  the Zila
Panchayat, had any links with political parties.

BJP spokesperson Shalabhmani Tripathi has
denied party links to the poster.

“It might have been someone’s personal
choice to give Sengar’s photograph. It has noth-
ing to do with the party or the state govern-
ment. We have no sympathy for Sengar,” he told
news agency PTI. Kuldeep Sengar had been ex-
pelled by the BJP earlier this month, amid crit-
icism the party had only acted after concerted
outrage against earlier inaction.




